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Dear Ms Shaw 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP WITH INDIA 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 30 August 2019 regarding the Inquiry into Western 
Australia’s Economic Relationship with India. 
 
The Transport Portfolio, comprising the Department of Transport (DoT), Public 
Transport Authority and Main Roads does not directly undertake international trade 
development as this falls under the jurisdiction of various other departments; in 
particular, the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation. 
 
DoT is the public sector agency that principally assists the Minister for Ports to 
administer the five port authorities (PAs) regulated by the Port Authorities Act 1999.  
One of the primary functions of PAs is to facilitate trade within and through the ports 
they manage. 
 
DoT sought comment from PAs in relation to the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference and 
their responses are as follows: 
 
The Kimberley Ports Authority (Broome) and Mid West Ports Authority (Geraldton) 
currently do not currently have any trade connections with India. 
 
Major Pilbara Ports Authority (PPA (Port Hedland, Dampier and Anketell)) port users 
have optimised their port berths to load Capesize vessels for iron ore exports.  
However, iron ore exports to India are constrained due to Indian ports being unable 
to accommodate Capesize vessels.  
 
In recent years, PPA has facilitated the trial of iron exports to India on smaller 
vessels.  From January 2016 to 30 July 2019, about 8.8 million tonnes of iron ore 
were exported to India from the Port of Port Hedland. 
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Should India become a significant importer of iron ore exports on smaller vessels, 
there would be an overall loss of throughput from Pilbara ports due to the loss of 
efficiency. 
 
The Southern Ports Authority (Albany, Bunbury and Esperance) currently has the 
following trade connections with India: 

• Lanco (via Griffin Coal) continues to assess the potential of coal exports (up to 
10 mtpa) to India via the Port of Bunbury.  The economic viability of this trade has 
not been established. 

• Alcoa and South 32 Worsley both export some alumina to India (a total of 
252,061 tonnes in the last 12 months) from the Port of Bunbury. 

 
The ports of Albany and Esperance have not received any direct trade enquiries 
relating to India. 
 
The Fremantle Port Authority (FPA) has reviewed the Terms of Reference and 
concluded it does not have any formal comment.  However, in relation to the “Current 
status of India’s trading relationship with Western Australia”, FPA has extracted the 
past three years of statistics (refer to Attachment 1), showing trade volumes through 
Fremantle from/to India, for the Committee’s reference. 
 
If you require further information please contact Ms Anne-Marie Brits, A/Executive 
Director Freight, Ports, Aviation and Reform, by telephone on  or by email 
to  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

Richard Sellers 
Director General Transport 
 

 31/10/2019 
 

Att. 
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